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regar d i n g  lease r e n ewal terms of ra i l r o a d  p r o p e r t y  owners fails, 
they c o u l d  p e t i t i o n  the Iowa D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to 
hear and d e t e r m i n e  the matt e r  in c o n t r o v e r s y  and m ake such 
orde r . . . a n d  t h e n  to m a k e  such order as the facts warrant. 
Senator C ha mber s p o s e d  the equal p r o t e c t i o n  q u e s t i o n  to me on 
Select File. H e  notes that t he bill o nly offers its protections 
to agricu l t u r a l  t e n ants and not to other types of businesses 
that m i g h t  be l o cated on rai l r o a d  property. H e  suggested, since 
the bill d o e s  no t  g ive the same opp o r t u n i t i e s  to all tenants on 
r ailroad property, it vio l a t e s  the equal p r o t e c t i o n  clause. I 
think the real q u e s t i o n  here is w h e t h e r  t he c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of 
a gricultural t e nants is arbit r a r y  and w h e t h e r  it is r e l ated to 
the sta t e d  interests of the legislation. A c c o r d i n g  to the 
A tt o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  Opinion, the equal p r o t e c t i o n  c l a u s e  does not 
require th e  Legi s l a t u r e  to eliminate all evils in order to 
legislate a g ain st some. It is p e r haps n ot s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  it is 
ag tenants, as d e f i n e d  b y  this bill, t hat are m o s t  i n t e r e s t e d  in 
seeking t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of the legislation. T h e s e  are the 
b u s i nesses that are moftt r e liant on rail service, h a ve  most 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  l o cated on r ailroad land, h a v e  the most 
investments in structures and other f ixtures that ar e  no t  easily 
moved, an d  h a v e  th e  fewe s t  a lternativ es sho u l d  th e  railroad 
l andowners pr o v e  to be unreasonable. Y o u  do n ' t  just m o v e  your 
business to t he other two or three vaca n t  e l e v a t o r s  in t own if 
you can't reach a fair s e t t lement on ren e w i n g  a lease. Senator 
Chambers raised a legitimate c o ncern and I do th a n k  h i m  for the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  to initiate and create a legi s l a t i v e  r e c o r d  on that 
question. W i t h  that, I*d like to w i t h d r a w  the m o t i o n . . .the
a m e n d m e n t , S e n a t o r ... M r . S p e a k e r .

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: It is withdrawn. Members, w o u l d  you please
retur n to y our seats for Final Reading. Mr. Clerk, L B  435.

CLERK: (Read LB 435 on Final Reading.)

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: All provisi ons of law rel a t i v e  t o  procedure
havi n g  b e e n  com p l i e d  with, the que s t i o n  is, shall L B  435 pass? 
All those in favor v ote aye; all t h o s e  o p p o s e d  v ote nay. 
Record.

CLERK: (Record v ote read, Legi s l a t i v e  J o urnal p a ge 952.)


